SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

exercise and from overindulgence of his appetite,
he was lazy, even in his speech, and his cnmbrons
knock-kneed personality did not offer anything
that suggested the swiftness of cunning action
that his brain eventually disclosed.

The circumstances that protected the people
against all political trickery seemed to Sun's mind
to lie in the condition of the minds of the Chinese
people. He believed that now they were
thoroughly awake. He had labored for so many
years to achieve the triumph that had at last
come to him that in the enthusiasm of his almost
fully accomplished victory he would not believe
that any obstacle could now be put in the way of
the further triumph of the Chinese people. During
the quarter of a century and more that he had
crusaded about the world in furtherance of the
plan to found the republic, he felt that he had
through his wide-spread secret organizations
formed such an intimate acquaintance with the
Chinese people that he could read the slightest
alteration in their thought. He knew that this
thought had come entirely to favor the republic,
and that now even the old reverence for the throne
of the Son of Heaven was gone forever. He felt
that the people would brook no interference with
their forward plan, and that if Yuan Shih Kai
failed at any time to stand by the republic founded
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